IV. HISTORY OF THE METHODS OF

DISTILLATION AND
OF DISTILLING APPARATUS.

Ihe literary documents considered in the previous chapter
reveal the slow process of evolution leading up to a better under-
standing of the subject of volatile oils. In like manner, a short
historical retrospect of the methods of distillation and distilling
apparatus may result in an insight into the gradual development
of the art of distillation and of the methods of preparation of dis-
tilled oils. The history of the evolution from the primitive Cucur-
bita, the Alembic and the Berchile to the steam and vacuum
apparatus of our own time reveals a long and varied course
which had to be traversed by this apparently modern branch of
industry in order to bring it to its present technical and scientific
perfection.

As is well known, primitive man regarded fire as something
supernatural. Thus the Greeks believed it to the gift of Prome-
theus and used it accordingly in their religious rites. The oldest
tribes of the Persians worshiped it as a divine element. A more
practical use was made of it by the Chinese, who in the remotest
antiquity utilized it in the development of a most remarkable,
though primitive industry. The oldest books of the Bible report
that Tubal-Kain was "an instructor of every artificer in brass
and iron";1) they also state that bricks were burnt2) for the
construction of the tower of Babel. According to the apocryphal
document, the Ayur-Vedas/) the Indians at an early date not

*) Genesis, 4:22.
*) Genesis, 11:3.
8) See p. 16.